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served the higher honour which awaited him. In
October he was appointed American Ambassador to
the French Court, and when, in 1782, the War of
Independence came to an end, he was the chief of
the American Commissioners who drew up the peace
treaty which was signed in Paris on September 3, 1783.

Franklin remained in Paris until July, 1785, then he
returned to America, and though he was now close on
eighty years of age, he was elected President of the
Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania in the
following October, and held that post until 1788. In
1787 he was one of the four representatives sent by
Pennsylvania to the Federal Convention of all the States
at which the constitution of the new American nation
was drawn up, and he was one of the signatories of the
Constitution.

Benjamin Franklin was nearing the end of his long
life. He had served his country nobly, and those who
knew him remained his friends even though fate may
have made them enemies for a time. His much loved
wife, Deborah, had died in 1774, and now, on April 17,
1790, he followed her, and was laid to rest in the same
grave in the churchyard of Christ Church, Philadelphia.
Throughout the civilised world no man was held in
greater honour. He had risen by his own efforts to the
heights he had attained, harming no one in his rise to
fame, and when he died, twenty thousand Americans
attended his funeral to show their respect for the dis-
tinguished man who had gone.

.On his grave-stone is a Latin epitaph which means
" He wrenched the lightning from Heaven and the